Ordinance No. , Series 2007

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REENACTING
CHAPTER 71 OF THE LOUISVILLE/JEFFERSON
COUNTY METRO GOVERNMENT CODE OF
ORDINANCES RELATING TO TRAFFIC RULES.

Sponsored By: Councilman Rick Blackwell, District 12
and Councilman Kelly Downard, District 16

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF THE
LOUISVILLE/JEFFERSON COUNTY METRO GOVERNMENT [THE COUNCIL] AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION I. Chapter 71 of the Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government Code of

Ordinances is hereby amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 71.01 DEFINITIONS

For purposes of this Chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the

context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning:

CENTRAL TRAFFIC DISTRICT. That geographical area within Louisville Metro

bounded on the north by Market Street, on the east by Second Street , on the south by

Broadway, and on the west by Fifth Street .

CHIEF OF POLICE. The Chief of the Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Police

Department or such police officer as he/she shall designate from within the Police

Department.
COMMERCIAL VEHICLE. Any vehicle which is required to be registered under

the terms of KRS 186.050(3).




CRBOSSWALK. That part of a roadway at an intersection within the connections

of the lateral lines of the sidewalks on opposite sides of the highway measured from the

curbs or in the absence of curbs, from the edges of the traversable roadway:; or

any portion of a roadway at an intersection or elsewhere distinctly indicated

for pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on the surface.

DIRECTOR. The Director of the Louisville Metro Department of Public Works

and Assets or such person as he/she shall designate.

INTERSECTION. That part of the public way embraced within the extensions of

the street lines of two or more streets which join at an angle whether or not one such

street crosses the other.

MOPED. A motorized bicycle whose frame design may include one or more

horizontal crossbars supporting a fuel tank so long as it also has pedals, or a motorized

bicycle with a step through type frame which may or may not have pedals rated no

more than two brake horsepower, a cylinder capacity not exceeding 50 cubic

centimeters, an automatic transmission not requiring clutching or shifting by the

operator after the drive system is engaged, and capable of a maximum speed of not

more than 30 miles per hour.

PEDESTRIAN. Any person afoot.

PERSON. An individual, partnership, corporation, or unincorporated group or

association

POLICE DEPARTMENT. The Louisville Metro Police Department




PUBLIC WAY. The entire width between property lines of every way, dedicated

passway, road, or street set aside for public travel, except bridle paths and foot paths.

RIGHT OF WAY. The privilege of the immediate and preferential use of a

street.

STOPPING. To stop a vehicle longer than is actually necessary to receive or

discharge passengers.

STREET. Every public road, interstate highway. avenue, alley, or boulevard,

bridge, viaduct or trestle and the approaches to them and includes off street parking

facilities offered for public use, whether publicly or privately owned, except for hire

parking facilities listed in KRS 189.700.

TRAFFIC. Pedestrians, vehicles, buses and other conveyances, individually or

collectively, while using any street for the purpose of travel.

TRAFFIC_CONTROL DEVICE. All signs, signals, warnings, directions,
markings and devices placed or erected or maintained by authority of the Werks

Director.

VEHICLE or MOTOR VEHICLE. Every device in, on or by which any person or

property is or may be transported or drawn on any street except devices moved by

human power or used exclusively on stationary rails or tracks, which vehicle does not

travel more than five miles from the boundaries of Jefferson County.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 7101 §71.02 OBSTRUCTION OF TRAFFIC.



(A) It shall be unlawful to operate any vehicle or to permit any vehicle to
remain standing on any street in Jefferson County in such manner as to create an
obstruction to vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

(B) It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to enter any intersection
or crosswalk unless there is sufficient space on the other side of the intersection or
crosswalk to accommodate the vehicle without obstructing the passage of other
vehicles or pedestrians, notwithstanding the indication of any traffic_control signal which

may be located at the intersection or crosswalk.

(C)  Any intersection deemed by the-Leuisville/detferson-GountyPublic- Werks

Department-orany-successoragency-or-departmentthereotf; the Director to be of

special or critical importance to the movement of traffic shall be clearly marked in a
distinctive manner as to indicate such importance. Should the operator of any vehicle
enter any such intersection so marked when there is insufficient room on the other side
of the intersection to accommodate the vehicle, the indication of any traffic_control
signal notwithstanding, the operator shall be deemed to have violated this erdinance

subsection (C) rather than subsection (B) efthis-ordinance- above.

§ 7102 § 71.03 TRAFFIC LANES.

works The Director is authorized to mark by suitable signs or markings as authorized by
state law:
(1)  Traffic lanes on any portion of the roadway of any street where the

regular alignment of traffic is deemed necessary;



(2) Intersections to specifically prohibit right hand turns; at-such
intersection;

(3)  Any intersection deemed by the directorofworks Director to be of
special or critical importance to the movement of traffic in a distinctive manner as to
indicate such importance;

(4)  To prohibit Any-intersections-where left_hand turns shall-retbe

permitted at any intersection where such turaing turns interferes with the safe and

orderly movement of traffic;

(5)  To prohibit truek commercial vehicle traffic by order of the Director

ofpublic-works, on any public way eof in Jefferson County;-; where in the Director's

discretion, the public way is deemed so narrow that truek commercial vehicle traffic

along and through it would create a hazard to health or property. Any person operating

a truck commercial vehicle along any public way so marked shall be fined as provided in

§ 70.99.

(6)  Crosswalks within the central traffic district, and in addition, as near
as practicable to the middle of any block in the central traffic district, or in any area
where the Director determines there is a particular danger to pedestrians crossing the

roadway.

§71.03 § 71.04 BACKING VEHICLES.
It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to back the vehicle at any

intersection for the purpose of executing a turning movement. A vehicle from any



parking position shall be backed by the operator in such manner as to proceed on the

same side of the roadway in the lawful direction of travel.

§ 7104 § 71.05 VEHICLES CROSSING SIDEWALKS.

(A) It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to drive within any
sidewalk space except at a permanent or temporary driveway or by special permit from
the director-of-department-of public-works Director.

(B) It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to drive the vehicle out
of any alley, driveway, building, or lot and across a sidewalk, or its extension across the
alley, unless the vehicle has been brought to a complete stop immediately prior to
crossing the sidewalk or its extension. On entering the roadway from the alley,
driveway, or building the operator shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching

on the roadway. The operator of any vehicle intending to cross a sidewalk and turn into

an alley from the roadway may shall do so at low speed and with caution.













OPERATION OF MOPEDS

§ 7126 § 71.25 RULES AND REGULATIONS.

(A)  Every person shall, before operating a moped upon a highway street
located within the geographical boundaries of Jefferson County, be 16 years of age or
older and must secure and have in his possession a valid operator's license or
instruction permit as provided in KRS Chapter 186.

(B)  Parents or legal guardians of any minor under the age of 18 years shall
not authorize ner or permit such minor to violate any provision of this ordinance under
circumstances where the parent or guardian knew or should have known of such
violation.

(C)  No person shall operate or ride as a passenger on a moped unless that
person wears approved protective headgear and an approved eye protective device

required for motorcycle operators and passengers, inthe-mannerpreseribed which

protective headgear meets the minimum requirements proscribed by the Secretary of

the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet in under 601 KAR 14:010.

(D)  No person shall operate or ride as a passenger on a moped except on a
seat permanently attached to that moped and specifically designed to carry the operator
or passenger in a safe manner and except when using a foot rest permanently attached

to that moped and specifically designed to carry that person in a safe manner.
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(E)  No operator of any moped on a Jefferson County highway shall drive the
moped abreast of any operator of any other vehicle while in the same lane as that
vehicle.

(F)  No operator of any moped shall drive the vehicle upon or within any public
park or public school real property within the geographical boundaries of Jefferson
County unless a designated path or roadway exists therein as determined and posted
by the appropriate authority or public body entitled under law to exercise control in such
area, or unless general vehicular operation is otherwise permitted.

(G)  No operator of any moped shall drive the vehicle upon any sidewalk within
the geographical boundaries of Jefferson County.

(H)  All operators of mopeds on Jefferson County highways streets shall use
the appropriate light signals when stopping or turning.

(1) No moped shall be operated on Jefferson County highways streets unless
it is equipped with:

(1) At least one and not more than two headlamps which shall comply
with these the requirements and limitations of KRS 189.040.

(2)  One red light, which when lighted or a red reflector, which upon
illumination, is visible for at least 500 feet.

(3) At least one white reflector on each side of both the front and rear
wheel and which, upon illumination, are visible by approaching vehicles from a distance
of at least 100 feet.

(4) A horn or other device capable of making an abrupt sound

sufficiently loud to be heard under all ordinary traffic conditions.
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(5)  An exhaust system where applicable, incorporating a muffler or
other mechanical device for the purpose of reducing engine noise. The system shall be
securely attached and located so as not to interfere with the operation of the moped.
Shielding shall be provided to prevent inadvertent bodily contact with the exhaust
system during normal operation. No modification of said system shall be made which
would effectively defeat the purposes of this provision.

(6) A flag attached to a vertical pole of not less than four feet in length.

(7)  Arear view mirror.

(J) The operator of a moped upon any Jefferson County highway- street shall
operate the vehicle in a careful manner, with regard for the safety and convenience of
pedestrians and other vehicles upon the street.

(K)  No person shall authorize or knowingly permit a moped owned or
controlled by him him/her to be driven by any person who has no legal right to drive it.

(L)  All retail moped dealers shall display at all times in a prominent place a
printed card at least eight inches by 11 inches in size which shall shew display, in 30
point or larger type, substantially-asfollows the following:

(1) Persons under the age of 16 may not operate a moped on a public
highway, road, street or avenue.

(2) Persons operating a moped on a public highway, road, street or
avenue must have in their possession a valid motor vehicle operator's license as

required by KRS 186.410.

§ 7127 § 71.26 OPERATION BY MINOR; IMPOUNDMENT.
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Whenever any moped is operated by a minor, in violation of the provisions of this
ordinance, such moped may be seized by any peace officer and impounded. The
moped so impounded shall be surrendered to the parent or legal guardian after
payment of any assessed fines and towing charges, if applicable. The remedy of

impoundment shall be in addition to the penalties provided in §7428- § 71.99 of this

Chapter.
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DANGEROUS OPERATION; ACCIDENTS

§ 71.85 BOARDING OR ALIGHTING FROM MOVING VEHICLES.
It shall be unlawful for any person to board or alight, or be permitted to board or

alight, from a bus, train or vehicle while the bus, train or vehicle is in motion.

§ 71.86 SPEED REGULATIONS.

It is determined on the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that the
speed permitted by KRS 189.390(5)(a) on highways in business and residential
districts is greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist in
Louisville Metro. The maximum speed on Louisville Metro streets and roads is declared
to be 25 miles per hour subject to the exceptions which follow:

(A)  If the Director-ofPublic Director determines, upon the basis of an
engineering and traffic investigation, that any speed limit which is greater than is
reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at any intersection, or upon any

part of a Louisville Metro street or road, the Birector-ofPublie Director may establish,
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by official order, a reasonable and safe speed limit at the location. These speed limits
shall be effective at any time when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected.

(B)  On Louisville Metro Through roads, except within the central traffic
district, the speed shall be 35 miles per hour, subject to the limitation applicable to all
streets and roads noted in this section and as set forth below in § 71.87.

(C) Inahighway work zone, the Director-ofPublic Director may temporarily
reduce established speed limits without an engineering or traffic investigation. A speed
limit established under this section shall become effective when and where posted.
The Director-of Public Director shall post signs notifying the traveling public of the
temporary highway work zone maximum speed limit. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to prevent the Direetor-of Public Director from using moveable or portable
speed limit signs in highway work zones.

(D)  The Birector-of-Publie Director is authorized to post speed limits, as
indicated herein, by uniform signs and markings of a fixed type and uniformly placed,
as conditions permit. No person other than authorized by the Bepartmentof Public

Director shall erect any such signs or place such markings.

§ 71.87 EXCEPTIONS TO SPEED REGULATIONS.
(A)  Notwithstanding any provision of § 71.86, it shall be unlawful for any
person:
(1)  To operate any vehicle at a rate of speed exceeding 25 miles per
hour in any properly marked playground zone during the hours the playground is

opened and in use, or in any other area where there has been installed either
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temporarily or permanently by the Department-ofPublic Director, either a school

speed limit sign, which when operating shows flashing yellow signals and displays in
illuminated numerals the speed limit in effect at the time, or a school speed limit sign
establishing the particular hours which the above speed limit is in effect.
(2)  Todrive any vehicle in any alley in Louisville Metro at a rate of
speed in excess of 20 miles per hour.
(3)  Todrive any vehicle on any road in any public park in Louisville
Metro at a rate of speed in excess of 25 miles per hour.
(4)  Todrive any vehicle on any bridle path in Louisville Metro at a rate
of speed in excess of 15 miles per hour.
(B)  The speed limit on Louisville Metro Through Roads may be no more than
45 miles per hour or less than 25 miles per hour as determined specifically by the
Birector-of Public Director.
(C)  No person shall drive a motor vehicle at such low speed as to impede the
reasonable movement of traffic. No person shall refuse to comply with directions of an

officer given in accordance with this section.

27



§71:89 § 71.88 ACCIDENTS INVOLVING A LOW CLEARANCE.

In the event that an operator of a vehicle fails to heed a low clearance sign and
gets the vehicle stuck in a signed low clearance area, and the assignment of Metro
Government personnel or equipment is necessary to protect the health, safety, or
property of citizens, the driver of the vehicle responsible for the willful disregard of such
low clearance signs shall reimburse the Metro Government for any cost incurred in
alleviating the emergency. The cost shall be as determined by the Director-of-Safety

Director of the Department for Public Protection and shall be collected by civil action.

§ 71.89 REFERENCES TO STATUTES AND OTHER ORDINANCES

Any Kentucky state statute or administrative requlation, or any ordinance of the

Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government cited, referred to, or incorporated by

reference in this Chapter shall be deemed to refer to or incorporate by reference any

28



amendment, revision, or successor to the statute, requlation, or ordinance so cited,

referred to, or incorporated by reference.

§ 7191 § 71.90 SEVERABILITY.

If any provision of this chapter as now or later amended or its application to any

person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions
that can be given effect without the invalid provision or application.

§ 71.99 PENALTIES.

(A) Any person who violates §§ 71.02, 71.10, 71.25, or 71.26, of this

Chapter shall be fined not less than $25 nor more than $100.

(B) Any person, owner, or operator of any vehicle who violates any of the

provisions of 8§ 71.04, 71.05. or 71.06 of this Chapter shall be fined not less than $25

nor more than $250 for each offense.

(C)  Any person who violates §§ 71.86 or 71.87 of this Chapter, or who

violates any other ordinance of the Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government or

any statute of the state restricting speeding, shall be fined as provided by KRS

189.394.

(D)  Any person who violates § 71.85 of this Chapter shall be fined not less

than $20 nor more than $100.

SECTION Il. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and approval.

Kathleen J. Herron Rick Blackwell
Metro Council Clerk President of the Council
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Jerry E. Abramson Approval Date
Mayor

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY:

Irv Maze
Jefferson County Attorney

BY:

Chapter 71 - Traffic Rules - Reenactment - Working Draft - 22 Nov 2006 - ROC/wtw/kc
Chapter 71 - Reenactment - Traffic Rules — 2 April 2007 - ROC/wtw
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